
      
 

6 Steps to Filling Out the FAFSA 

1. Go to www.fafsa.gov and create an FSA ID.  Select the FSA ID lock  to begin.  If you’re 

considered a dependent student, at least one of your parents will need an FSA ID as well. 

WRITE DOWN the username and password.  You will use this for any FAFSA you ever 

complete, and your parents will use theirs for themselves and any other children they have.  

2. Choose which FAFSA you’d like to complete. You should complete the 2016-17 FAFSA if 

you will be attending college between July 1, 2016 and June 30, 2017.  

Note: The 2015–2016 FAFSA is also available if you will be attending summer classes between 

July 1, 2015 and June 30, 2016, and you haven’t applied for financial aid yet. 

3. Enter your personal information. Make sure you enter your personal information exactly as it 

appears on official government documents. (That’s right, no nicknames.)  

4. Enter your financial information. All of it. You should use income records for the tax year 

prior to the academic year for which you are applying. For example, if you are filling out the 

2016–17 FAFSA, you will need to use 2015 tax information. If you or your parent(s) haven’t 

filed your 2015 taxes yet, you can always estimate the amounts using your 2014 tax return; just 

make sure to update your FAFSA once you file your 2015 taxes. If you have filed your taxes 

already, you may be able to automatically import your tax information into the FAFSA using the 

IRS Data Retrieval Tool. It makes completing the FAFSA super easy!  

5. Choose up to 10 schools in which you have applied, and FAFSA will send the necessary 

information over to them so they can calculate the amount of financial aid you are eligible to 

receive.  

6. Sign the document with your FSA ID. The FSA ID serves as your electronic signature, or e-

signature. You’ll use it to electronically sign and submit your FAFSA. If you didn’t create an 

FSA ID before you started, you can create one now before signing.  

Still need help? 
College Goal Sunday – FAFSA Assistance 

Tuesday, February 23 4PM – 7PM 

Westside Tech 

955 E. Story Rd., Winter Garden 

(other dates and locations available) 

 

Ocoee HS FAFSA Help Session 

Thursday, March 10th 5PM – 7PM 

Ocoee HS Media Center 

 

*Experts will be available at each of these events to assist you and your PARENTS in 

completing the FAFSA.  Please bring all necessary tax documents and identification.* 

http://www.fafsa.gov/
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/fotw1314/help/fotwfaq68.htm
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/help/irshlp9.htm

